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Richard Wagner - The Bow, 2024

Plastic material, 46x17x17 cm, O. HORL engraved

Colour: golden with UV coating
Subscription prices until 27th August 2024
unsigned 80 euros (regular 90 euros)

signed 160 euros (250 ex. /colour), (regular 180 euros)

The sculptures are available in Bayreuth at

OTTMAR HORL SKULPTUR
Temporary Gallery

SophienstraBe 4 | 95444 Bayreuth

Opening Hours

24th July to 27th August 2024

Tue to Sat 11:00 am - 05:00 pm

(and by arrangement +49171.7866012)

Contact for Order with Shipping
(Order and Dispatch after 27th August)

Online Shop Ottmar Horl
E-Mail: shop@ottmarhoerl.de
www.ottmar-hoerl.de

The new Wagner sculpture will be available

in the gallery from July 25th and can be ordered
in the Online Shop from August 27th, 2024.

Photos: Michael Hofmann, Elisabeth von Pdinitz Eisfeld

OTTMAR HORL



Welcome Speech from the
Lord Mayor Thomas Ebersberger

Who does not remember Horl's Wagner
figures, which were set up on the
Green Hill during the last festival
season? Ottmar Horl has already rea-
lised several high-profile sculpture
projects in Bayreuth. For his serial
projects, the artist uses the Bayreuth
Festival specifically as an attention-grabbing platform to
advertise his installations.

Every year, thousands of visitors from all over the world come
to enjoy the special flair around the city's musical highlights.
The media resonance of the festival has hardly any parallel in
the cultural sector in Germany. The artist cleverly knows how to
use this cultural world event for his work. As a result, his work
has received immense media publicity.

His installations also further develop the perception of Bay-
reuth as a festival city towards a city of the arts. | would like to
express my genuine thanks to the artist Ottmar Horl for his ex-
traordinary commitment. | would also like to thank the initiator
of this initiative, Bernd Saupe, first Chairman of the ,Markgrafin
Wilhelmine Gesellschaft e. V." and all those involved in the project.

| wish all visitors a lot of fun. You are very welcome!

Yours sincerely,
Thomas Ebersberger

Welcome Speech from the Festival
Director Katharina Wagner about
the Installation on the Green Hill
2024

| am very grateful to the artist Ottmar

Horl that he also created in this festival

year another variation of his unique

Richard Wagner sculpture for the Bay-

reuth Festival. The more than 100 gold-

en Wagner sculptures with this year’s

gesture “The Bow” will once again welcome and inspire visi-
tors to the Green Hill in Bayreuth in a special way. An enrich-
ment for us and the city of Bayreuth!

Yours sincerely,
Katharina Wagner

The Bow
About Ottmar Horl’'s New Richard Wagner Art Installation

Visitors can again look forward to a Richard Wagner art instal-
lation on the Green Hill in Bayreuth. The great enthusiasm of
the festival director Katharina Wagner, the international Wag-
ner audience and the citizens of the entire metropolitan region
in 2023 was the motivation for the internationally renowned
conceptual artist Ottmar Horl to agree to develop a temporary
sculpture installation once again.

On the initiative of Bernd Saupe, first Chairman of the ,Mark-
grafin Wilhelmine Gesellschaft e. V.“, Prof. Horl has now creat-
ed the sculpture project “THE BOW” following art projects in
Bayreuth in 2004, 2013, 2016 and 2023. In 2023, it was the
gesture of a warm embrace with which 115 golden Richard
Wagner figures greeted the Wagner fans on the lawn of the
Festival Hill, but this time it is the gesture of an appreciative
bow to the audience: Wagner laid his right hand gently on his
heart, his head tilted slightly forwards, thanking kindly.

Thank you for being here, thank you for coming! In the world of
art, it is common for artists such as opera singers, musicians
or conductors to bow to the applauding audience after their
performance. This is an expression of mutual respect, appre-
ciation and thanks. Creative people are characterised by in-
ventiveness and courage as well as humility. Both are manda-
tory in order to achieve truly timeless greatness. And what
would art be without its audience? The presentation of the mo-
tif of bowing also refers to the universal thematic complex of
innovation and artistic creativity that underlies art and its es-
sential importance for the democratic structure of a society.

The installation therefore raises the interesting question of the
role of the artist and the viewer in the 21st century. ,An artistic
intention that remains in an artistic intention has failed. It can
only be interesting if it represents a model for the context in
which each individual lives”, emphasises Horl. With its unique
concept for public space, which functions as a communication
model for all generations, the project involves everyone who
comes into contact with the installation. In Occidental art his-
tory and sculpture, the image of the artist bowing to his audi-
ence has been a rarity until now, but in the form of a 46 cm high
serial Wagner sculpture it is now a novelty.

Eva Schickler M. A.

About Ottmar Horl

Ottmar Horl, born in 1950 in Nauheim/Hesse, Professor
emeritus and former President of the Academy of Fine Arts
in Nuremberg, is one of the most inventive conceptual artists.
He is considered to be an offensive strategist of a new art in
public space. Consequence, radical work concepts, innova-
tion and the idea of democratizing sculptures are substantial
building blocks of his worldwide model of success.

His artistic approach is based on the conviction that art, as a
communicative impulse, can be an instrument of knowledge.
Horl's concern is to bring art closer to all people. Thus he
has created memorable models of identification and univer-
sal symbols that have become cult and part of the collective
memory, such as the Euro-Sculpture (2001) in Frankfurt am
Main, the Innocence Soap (since 1997), with the conceptual
circulation of 82 million, as well as numerous unforgettable
installations in urban spaces.

Horl has realized projects, for example, for the Indang Mu-
seum and the Daegu Art Museum in South Korea, the Goe-
the University in Frankfurt, the Venice Architecture Biennale,
and the Albertina in Vienna. His artistic works can be found
in important museums such as the Germanisches National-
museum in Nuremberg and the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art (SFMOMA) in the USA.

For his work he has been awarded prizes such as the Art-
Multiple-Prize, the Wilhelm-Loth-Prize and the Intermedium-
Prize.



